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sented as the friend of Seward. Yet Blair has no more con-
fidence in, or regard for, Seward than Fessenden has, and I
have been surprised that he should acquiesce in the errone-
ous impression that is abroad. It is easy to perceive why
Seward should favor the impression alluded to. Blair was
ready to accept the denunciatory resolution of the Balti-
more convention as aimed at him, whereas it was intended
more particularly for Seward. The Missouri radicals are
some who were deceived by the impression that Seward
and Blair were a unit. In the convention there was a de-
termination to get rid of Mr. Seward, but the managers,
under the contrivance of Raymond, who has shrewdness,
so shaped the resolution as to leave it pointless, or as not
more direct against Seward than against Blair, or by others
against Chase and Stanton.

October 10, Monday. Advised with the President in re-
gard to a proceeding of the late Colonel Harris, who offered
a bounty, or directed the recruiting officer to promise a
bounty, of $100 to each marine who should enlist. It came
to my knowledge in July, 1863, and I prohibited it, because
it would create dissatisfaction with the sailors. The legal
point I did not examine, but I was opposed to it as impol-
itic and inexpedient. In reply to my inquiries as to when
he commenced giving this bounty, he said in June, and I
supposed it was the preceding June and therefore covered
but one month, the bounty to be paid after two years
service. But I now learn it commenced in June, 1862, and
consequently covers thirteen, instead of ;one month, and
that there are over eleven hundred so enlisted. I decided
they must be discharged or paid the bounty, and as there
was a question as to the legality of the bounty, I thought it
best, so long as I supposed there was only one month's en-
listment, to discharge, but when I ascertained it was for
more than a year and embraced over eleven hundred, I
thought best to reexamine the whole subject with the
President. He concurs with me and decides it is best to
pay the bounty, -